
COMMONS REGISTRATION COMMITTEE  

18
th
 MARCH 2009 

PRESENT  Councillors Ball, Hindle and Lord 

APOLOGIES – Councillors Hudson and G Shaw 

Also Present 

Alan Evans – Solicitor 

Christine Chester – Senior Constitutional Services 
Officer 

 

 

Item 2 URGENT BUSINESS 

There was no urgent business. 

 

 

Item 3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no Declarations of Interest. 

 

 

Item 4 ELECTION OF CHAIR 

RESOLVED – That Councillor Hindle be elected Chair 
for this meeting. 

9030084 

 

Item 5 MINUTES OF THE COMMONS REGISTRATION 

COMMITTEE HELD 22ND DECEMBER 2008 

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting held on 
22nd December 2008 be approved as a correct record. 

9030082 

 

Item 6 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

There were no questions from members of the public. 

 

 

Item 7 APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT GARFORTH 

STREET RECREATIONAL OPEN SPACE, 

CHADDERTON AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN 

 

Consideration was given to a report which advised 
Members of the progress of an application to register 
land at Garforth Street Recreational Open Space, 
Chadderton as a town or village green. Guidance was 
sought from Members on the final determination of the 
application. 

 

Members were informed that in April 2008 the 
Committee had decided that a number of applications 
to register land owned by the Council as town or village 
greens should be dealt with by way of non-statutory 
public inquiries conducted by independent barristers. 
One such application was the one before the 
Committee which related to the land known as 

9030083 

 



Beresfield, Garforth Street Recreational Open Space, 
Chadderton. 

 

In accordance with the statutory procedures the 
application had been advertised in April 2007 and an 
objection had been made by Oldham Council, as 
landowner. In June 2007 the Applicant had been sent a 
copy of the Council’s objection for his comments or 
representations. The Applicant had informed the 
Council that he would provide a response after the 
summer holidays, however, no written response had 
been received and as a result reminder letters had 
been sent in March, June and July 2008. 
Representations were eventually provided in July 2008 
which stated that the Applicant wished to rely on a 
petition submitted in objection to a planning application 
to build a children’s centre on the site, as his evidence 
that the land had been in use for lawful sports and 
pastimes “as of right”. In August 2008 the Applicant 
had been informed that it would not be possible for him 
to rely on a petition as outlined, as the petition had 
been submitted for a completely different purpose. At 
the same time the Applicant had been requested to 
provide evidence to support his assertion that local 
residents had used the land as of right for lawful sports 
and pastimes for over twenty years. The Applicant had 
been informed that on production of this evidence, 
which should be provided in the form of statements or 
letters from local residents stating the nature of their 
use of the land, it would be possible for a local inquiry 
to be arranged to consider his application.  

 

Members were informed that despite a further letter, by 
way of reminder in November 2008, the Applicant had 
failed to provide the information requested. The matter 
was therefore before Members in order that a decision 
could be made as to how to proceed with the 
application. 

 

In order to agree a future course of action, in respect of 
the determination of the application submitted, 
Members gave consideration to the suggested options 
as detailed in the report. It was pointed out that the 
Applicant would be asked one last time to provide 
witnesses and  evidence prior to either of the 



alternative options for action, as set out in the report, 
being followed. 

 

RESOLVED – (i) That the application be determined on 
the basis of all the documentation currently held by the 
Council as Commons Registration Authority i.e. the 
application form, the objection from the Council as 
Landowner and the further representations submitted 
by the Applicant.  

(ii) That a meeting of the Committee be convened at 
the earliest opportunity to determine the application. 

 

The meeting commenced at 6pm and closed at 6.15pm 

   

 

 

 


